Our annual Asian Assembly was once again a real treat for everyone who attended. Bu Knowles and Ibu
Liza had spent many hours preparing our Indonesian students for their roles in a wide range of items.
Our guests were welcomed to the assembly by Ibu Liza, who performed a traditional Dayak dance from
Central Kalimantan. Dayak is the indigenous people of Kalimantan (Borneo).

This dance is called Giring-giring. For the Dayak,
the Giring-giring dance is an expression of
overflowing joy and pleasure. The things carried
by the dancers are thin bamboo rods filled with
seeds and rice. They are shaken to create a tone
that harmonises with the music. The dance was as
a token of gratitude for the Goddess of Rice and
usually held after harvest. Today it is mostly used
as a welcome dance or entertainment at special
events.

Room 5 performed the national anthem using traditional Indonesian musical
instruments called Angklung. They wore red, blue and white sashes to represent both
Australian and Indonesian flags.

Precious Lundberg and Ruby Membry
showcased an Indonesian speech that
they had done for the NAILA (National
Australia Indonesia Language Awards)
Competition. This event attracted a lot
more competitors this year. Results will
be announced in early October.

Room 1 sang an Indonesian children’s song titled “Balonku”. This song teaches children
about colours and numbers in Indonesian.

Room 6 did a skit about itinerant food street sellers in Indonesia called “Kaki Lima”.
They acted as food street sellers who sell their food from carts, bikes or on foot and
who identify themselves with special sounds. At the end of the skit they sang the catchy
Indonesian song, “Abang Bakso”.

Room 9 performed a mix of traditional dances from various regions in Indonesia, including
Kalimantan, Sulawesi, Sumatra and Papua. They also wore headpieces that represent each
region.

Owen Clarke and Lorelei Farmer did a role play about a missing school bag in Indonesian.
This role play was a part of the samples collected by East Manjimup PS for the School
Curriculum Standards Authority. The samples will be used as online exemplars to help
teachers across the state to grade their students.

Room 13 did a comedy skit
called
“Jakarta
Street
Festival: Cook Off” where Oz
and Asia cooking teams
competed. The skit parodied
some well-known characters
both real and created.

Room 12 followed on with the “Jakarta Street Festival: Dance-off”. The students showcased
their various entertainment talents during the skit by dancing to Bruno Mars’s “Uptown
Funk” and Leo Sayer’s “Long Tall Glasses”.

“The Dragon Play” by Room 9 was the last performance for the day. The play was about a
dragon that helped a small village in China during a drought. The children wore beautiful
Chinese costumes and headpieces for their roles and five students performed as the dragon in
an awesome dragon costume.
By Ibu Liza

